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Fact Sheet

IPAWS Open Platform for Emergency Networks (IPAWS-OPEN)

BACKGROUND

FEMA's IPAWS Open Platform for
Emergency Networks (IPAWS-0OPEN)
receives and authenticates messages
transmitted by alerting authorities and
routes them to existing and emerging
public alerting systems.

Software and hardware developers
create IPAWS-OPEN compatible alert
origination and dissemination tools for
emergency management officials.
Alerting authorities can use [PAWS-
OPEN compatible software to compose
and transmit alerts to the public via
radio, television, mobile telephone,
NOAA Weather Radio, internet-based
systems, and other dissemination
systems,

Private sector manufacturers of
Emergency Alert System (EAS) encoder/
decoder equipment updated their
products to be capable of receiving
alerts from [PAWS-0OPEN for broadcast
to the public.

[PAWS uses Common Alerting Protocnol

ADDED CAPABILITIES

CAP for Data Interoperability: [IPAWS-
OPEN also supports the use of CAP by
public safety organizations to exchange
incident reports and related
information between different, IPAWS-
OPEN-compatible software systems.
National Weather Service
Dissemination: IPAWS-OPEN also
employs a form of CAP that is
compatible with existing National
Weather Service ([NWS) dissemination
systems, including NOAA Weather Radio
and HazCollect. IPAWS-OPEN may be
used to route messages to the NWS
gateway to increase the number of

channels used to warn the public,

Private Sector Systems
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Emergency Data Exchange Language
Distribution Element (EDXL-DE):
[PAWS OPEN supports EDXL-DE, an
OASIS data specification used for
routing content between public safety
organizations - such as maps, video,
photographs, documents - in a wide
varietv of dieital formats.

Company System Name Public Other
Alerting

911 Thinksign/Thinksign EMC Control System YES YES

Optolectonics

Akamai Technologies, Inc. Web Emergency Alert Reporting - -
Service

Alcatel-Lucent NSIT Lab Alcatel-Lucent NSIT Testbed NO YES
Systems

Alerting Solutions, Inc. Next Generation CAP Alert YES YES

Alertus Technologies Alertus Emergency Notification YES YES
System

Amatra Technologies Inc. Amatra SmartSource™ YES YES

Amika Mobile Corporation Amika Mobility Server - NO YES
Commercial Mass Notification
Product

Andrew Potter Stormee NO YES

Apex Innovations, Inc. i-INFO YES YES

Asher Group Hyper-Reach YES YES

AT&T Services, Inc. Emergency Alert System for AT&T NO YES
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