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Influenza Pandemics in the
20th Century

1918: “Spanish Flu” 1957: “Asian Flu” 1968: “Hong Kong Flu”

40 million deaths  >2 million deaths >1 million deaths



“Spanish Flu” in 1918-19

Total world population:
2 billion HA: 55005 A

Clinical infection:
400 million (20 %)

HZ:230085 A

Deaths:
20-40 million (1-2 %)
HA:388 A

High number of deaths in
healthy, young adults
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EPIDEMIC
ALERT &
RESPONSE

WHO/CDS/CSR/GIP/2005.5

WHO global influenza
preparedness plan

The role of WHO and recommendations for
national measures before and during pandemics
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