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Omicron surge sweeps through US hospital staff

Filed Under. COVID-19
Lisa Schnirring | News Editor | CIDRAP News | Jan 10, 2022 f share Tweet in Linkedin Email Print & PDF

As COVID-19 cases in the United States soar in the

wale of the holidays, led by the highly transmissible

Omicron (B.1.1.529) variant, nearly a quarter of i
hospitals are reporting critical staffing shortages due Nl

to workers being sick or off work for quarantine. “illay J ]
~
B Y
B r >

Meanwhile, federal and states are expanding

vaccination activities and policies to protect more

L} ™)
people. = ; g "
Worrisome hospital staff shortages : 7\
s 1L W -
As healthcare workers face exposure risks at home and
in hospital settings, many facilities are stretched thin, i J .

with facilities this time juggling big burdens on Patrik Slezak / iStock
general wards alongside busy intensive care units.

Us Depa]'tment of Health and Human Services (HHS) data show that 141, 385 hospital beds are
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